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RAINBOW EFFECT 
1. Open an image with plain 

background.  You will need to select 

the background and it makes the job 

much easier if it is already 

uncluttered. 

2. Ctrl/Cmd J to make a copy of the 

Background layer. 

3. Select the background with the 

magic wand or quick selection tool. 

The quick selection tool works 

really fast and well with plain 

backgrounds. Brush it through the 

background and it easily makes the 

selection. 

4. Delete the background by pressing 

Ctrl/Cmd X. 
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RAINBOW EFFECT 

5. Now add a blank layer by clicking on the icon next to the trash can on the Layers palette. 

You will use this layer for the “rainbow”.   

6. Select the blank layer and click on the Gradient tool. Go to the Options bar at the top of 

your window. Click on the gradient and many will pop up. You can also use the dropdown 

arrow to find more categories of gradients. Choose one that looks like it might go with 

your image, or change the colors by clicking on the boxes of the long bar of colors. 
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Gradient 



RAINBOW EFFECT 

7. I like to pull the Gradient at a 

slight diagonal from upper left 

to lower right, but experiment 

to see what you like. Make 

sure to hold your left mouse 

button down as you drag the 

line. 

8. Now that your blank layer has 

the Gradient rainbow, drag 

the background copy layer to 

the top of your layer stack. So 

you can see the subject on 

top of the gradient. 

This is so easy and fun! 
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